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Concorde
Comeback

Of the six Concordes to survive in the UK, the first British
production aircraft has faced the most difficult journey to
becoming a display aeroplane. But at the Brooklands Museumn at
Weybridge, a skilled cadre of former Concorde engineers and a
group of dedicated volunteers are working hard to get the Mach
2 airliner back into shape, as TONY HARMSWORTH reports

RIGHT Concorde ¢/n 202/
G-BEDG at Brooklands on
January 24, 2006. It now sits
on a genuine Concorde
undercarriage again, having
been fitted with slave units
atFilton during many of its
YEars 35 a SPares source.
Owing to health and safety
concerns, the hydraulic
system will not be operable,
sothe droop nose will
remain in the “ap” position.

BELOW The same location, 35
years earlier; the forward
fuselage of ¢/n 202, seen on
the Brooklands production
line during 1971.

URING THE AUTUMN of 2003 British Air-
ways' Concorde fleet gradually departed
from Heathrow for retirement at destina-
tions as far apart as Barbados, Seattle,
New York and Manchester. These farewell flights
culminated in the last landing of Concorde
G-BOAF al Filton airfield, Bristol, on November
26, bringing the first era of supersonic passenger
air travel to a close, But only yards away from
the fanfare surrounding that last, emotional land-
ing, hidden away in Filton's huge Brabazon han-
gar, sal the first British production Concorde, c/n
202, on a slave undercarriage, shorn of its droop
nose and elegant fin, quietly awaiting its fate,
Concorde ¢/n 202/G-BBDG had made its last
flight as long ago as Christmas Eve 1981, only 12
years after construction had begun al Brook
lands. Its nose and forward fuselage left Wey
bridge in October 1971, bound for Filton, where

.*

assembly continued until it was rolled out |
December 1973. In February 1974 "BEBDG mad
its first flight, during which it attained Mach 1 fi
15min. Over the next few years it was used
test work and certification flights, but was ne
destined to carry paying passengers on the glam
orous Atlantic route. In April 1982, four months

| after it had last flown, ‘BBDG went into the Bra-

bazon hangar at Fillon and was kept at semi-
readiness, able to be made airworthy in bwo weeks
if required. In April 1984 BA finally acquired title
to ‘BBDG, but thoughts of putling it into service
came to nothing, its fuselage skin being slightly
thinner than that on the Concordes in airling
service. It then gradually began shedding parts|
to keep in-service Concordes flying, the ultimate|
ignominy being the loss of its droop nose in 1995,

| which was fitted to G-BOAF. Late in life, 'BBDG

came into its own for test work once again, al-
beit on the ground, being used for trial fittings
for the prototype of a new, strengthened cockpil
door, made necessary by the 9/11 atrocities.
After British Airways announced the retirement
of its Concordes in April 2003, many museums
requested an example for display, and on Octo-
ber 30 that year it was confirmed that ‘BBDG had
been allocated to the Brooklands Museum, The
move from Filton to Brooklands was a real chal
lenge, the narrow roads at either end of the route
requiring the wings to be cut off inboard of the
undercarriage, something never previously done,
The fuselage also had to be severed in two places,
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ABOVE The starboard engine
nacelle awaiting fitting.

LEFT Gordon Roxburgh, wha runs
the Concorde 55T website, and is
aregularvolunteeron G-BEDG.
Gordon first saw Concarde
making training cirouits at
Prestwick, near his childhood
home at Kilmarnodk. RIGHT The
port nacelle, lifted into place by
a forklift lent by Linde Materials
Handling for the day.









